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At the Monthly Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 23rd February 2010, there were present: 

Councillors


Mrs S Merrikin (Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




Mr   C Elsmore





Mr   C Howell





Mrs J Morgan




Mr   R Phelps




Mrs J Thorne

Also Present:

County Councillor
Terry Hale

District Councillor
Denis Riley

Gloucestershire Constabulary
WPC Julie Evans

PUBLIC FORUM

As no members of the public were present, the Public Forum closed at 7.01pm.

APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Councillors Atherley, Hughes, Lusty, Weston and District Councillors Bensted and Meredith-Edwards.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.
184.  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON  26TH JANUARY 2010
It was proposed that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2010 be accepted and signed by the Mayor.
Proposed:  Cllr Howell



Seconded:  Cllr Phelps

The proposal was accepted unanimously.
185.  MATTERS ARISING

The Clerk reported that she had received a reply from the Coleford Health Centre but the response had been very non-committal about reasons for not joining the local GP cluster group.  There had also been no response to the invitation to meet and discuss the issue with the Town Council.

The Mayor said she had received a very detailed response from the Chief Constable following the recent meeting with him.  Copies were circulated to all members present. 
186.  POLICE REPORT

WPC Evans said that the police had set up a special operation aimed at curbing anti-social behaviour in the four Forest towns and extra officers had been drafted in for this purpose.  She also said that discussions were taking place between several of the pubs in Coleford 
aimed at putting on special events.   WPC Evans said she had suggested that the organisers contact the Town Council so that events could be coordinated with any already being planned by the Council.
The Mayor expressed her thanks for the help given by the Coleford PCSOs in clearing the snow in Coleford on Saturday which helped to ensure the event at the Clock Tower to go ahead.

187.  TO NOTE THE EXTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT
Members noted the report from the external auditors, Moore Stephens.  The Clerk said that action was being taken to address the points raised.
188.  TO NOTE THE REPORT FROM THE IN-HOUSE AUDITORS
Members noted the report from the In-House Auditors and were pleased to see that everything appeared to be in order.
189.  COLEFORD COMMUNITY CENTRE - PAINTINGS
It was agreed that the paintings should be put on display.  Initially this will be done at the Family Fun Day and the Festival of Words and perhaps later offered to local schools for display.  The Clerk will obtain valuations for insurance purposes.
190.  AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Members noted the reports from the Amenities Committee meetings held on 9th February 2010.  The Mayor said she had been advised that further work was required in order to prove the need for a youth shelter.  This would be done through consultation with young people at a meeting to be held on 13th March as well as other means.

Members noted the discussions held at the non-quorate meeting held on 16th February 2010.  It was proposed that the suggestions made at the meeting be accepted. 


Proposed:  Cllr Howell



Seconded:  Cllr Thorne


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

191.  HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE

Members noted the report of the meeting held on 10th February 2010 and presented by Cllr Elsmore.  It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted.

Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Howell


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

192.  BURIALS COMMITTEE
As the meeting called was not quorate no meeting was held during February 2010.
193.  PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Members noted the report of the meeting held on 9th February 2010 and which was presented by the Mayor in the absence of Cllr Kay.  It was proposed that the recommendations be accepted.
Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Howell


The proposal was accepted unanimously.

194.  PLANNING COMMITTEE
Members noted the decisions taken by the Planning Committee at the meetings held on 26th January and 9th February 2010.
195.  MEMBERS REPORTS

The Mayor thanked all those who had contributed to making the Sealed Knot event such a success on 20th February and said that a future re-enactment of the Battle of Coleford was being planned.
The Mayor said she had attended the opening of Harry Tuffins new store in Coleford on 17th February and had been to a centenary celebration of the Guides movement on 21st February.

Cllr Howell said he had attended a marathon 5 hour session of the District Council Standards Committee on 10th February.  He passed around a copy of the DVD used for training purposes by the Standards Committee.

On 20th February, Cllr Howell had attended the Market Towns Forum AGM in Tiverton where a number of speakers had presented an interesting range of 
subjects.

Cllr Morgan said she had attended a tour of the new Enterprise Centre.  A drop-in event was planned for March and an invitation would be sent to the Town Council.
196.  DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS
Cllr Riley said that the proposals for new police powers relating to the consumption of alcohol in public places should be in place by the end of April 2010.  The contracts for rebuilding the public toilets had been let and work will begin in the next few weeks.  Cllr Riley said he would follow up progress on the provision of a youth shelter and also reported that the District Council would be discussing its 2010/11 budget next week.
Cllr Hale reported that extra manpower was being used to deal with the potholes which have developed in road surfaces during the prolonged and severe winter weather.  2,000 potholes had been dealt with last week.  Priority was being given to dealing with the worst cases first.

Cllr Hale said that the library would transfer to the Enterprise Centre on 1st March and revised opening time would then also come into force.

197.  TO NOTE CORRESPONDENCE

Members noted the correspondence received by the Council during the month of February 2010.
198.  PAYMENTS

Members noted the payments due during the month of February 2010 and it was proposed that they be approved. 

 
Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Howell

The proposal was accepted unanimously.

199.  CASH PAYMENTS

Members noted the cash payments made during the month of January 2010 and it was proposed that they be approved.


Proposed:  Cllr Phelps



Seconded:  Cllr Howell

The proposal was accepted unanimously
200.   MONTHLY RECEIPTS

Members noted the monthly receipts for January 2010.
201.  MONTHLY BUDGET FIGURES
Members noted the budget figures for February 2010.
The meeting closed at 8.05pm
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